Question 8: bridging the gap between in silico and in vitro approaches to minimal cells.
In this short paper we argue for the relevance and value of theoretical models in the field of origins of life, but also claim that both theoreticians and experimentalists should make an effort to come together and interact more closely to obtain more fruitful and significant results. As an example, we present our own modeling approach to protocell dynamics, including some simulation results, to show that it is possible to develop computational tools that start bridging that traditional gap between theory and experiments.